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The Café Society 

If a person were to look at the modern day entertainment world, from a purely unbiased 

and analytical point of view, they might consider it flashy, controversial, scandalous, and 

superficial.  Little did people know that such behavior is not a new occurrence, but has been 

around for years.  Such jet-set, superficial, and scandalous life was fascinating as viewable in 

Truman Capote’s Novella Breakfast at Tiffany’s. The example is also viewable in a beautiful 

painting called Le Moulin de la Galette, viewable in Appendix A, by the famous Pablo Picasso 

circa 1900; a perfect scene of the so-called café society. Why did this historical trend become so 

popular?  It is an interesting paradox of a life; the café society emulates duality, class, beauty, 

and enjoyment. 

Jet Set is a journalistic term used to describe an international social group of wealthy 

people.  The term originated in the 1960’s, yet the idea is much older. Café Society was the 

description for the so-called “Beautiful People” and “Bright Young Things” (“Café Society,” n.d 

para.4), who gathered in fashionable cafes and restaurants in New York, Paris, and London.  

Such popularity began in the late 19th century.  The lifestyle involves a life full of glamour; 

complete with fashion, social events, and affluence.  If one were to look at Picasso’s panting Le 

Moulin de la Galette, one would notice the classy suits, beautiful gowns, and the socialite scene. 

It portrays a place full of stunning people, sophisticated ambiance, and perhaps even flirtatious 

banter among strangers that a table. The clothing shows affluence like that of Parisian aristocrats. 

Pablo Picasso, Le Moulin da la Galette 
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The ornate hats and jeweled clothing was high fashion at the time, and drawing from AP Art 

History knowledge, the popular movement called, Aestheticism.  A paraphrase of what was 

remembered is “the idea that everything important is displayed on the visual or superficial level” 

(Bischoff).  Relating back to the Baroque or Rococo artistic periods, opulence was something 

desired; to obtain and to view.  The important part is the atmosphere of the painting. It is 

extremely lively and emulates the European culture. An example of such an establishment 

translated to American culture, is the Stork Club.  

One of the biggest parts of the idea the lifestyle is the idea of nightlife.  The Stork Club is 

in the heart of where jet set and café society thrived in America, New York City a “longstanding 

custom in American nightclubs” (Wilson 1).  If one were to look carefully at the image of The 

Stork Club, viable in Appendix A, would notice the affluent nature of its clientele, and the 

liveliness of its atmosphere; a striking resemblance between the stork club and the scene in 

Picasso’s painting. Both have beautiful people, youthful yet sophisticated vibes, and a nightclub / 

café cross-over environment as well. Incredibly the Stork Club “had 200 employees serving the 

374 guests who could be seated at any one time” (Blumenthal n.d). Unfortunately, the Stork club 

as shut down in 1965, and the building demolished. The stork club exemplified duality in café 

society, between a formal dinner occasion, and a more relaxed dance floor environment.  

The idea of multiple events occurring in the same interval is an essential part of the jet 

set, or café society, lifestyle. It shows that a person is so busy that they can only stop for a small 

bite at a café is where the entire idea of café started.  However the idea of a café is a paradox.  

Examining the panting and the stork club scenes, one may notice that these people are all busy 

with many things going on, yet they never forsake the social scene to unwind. That is where the 

idea of duality comes into play. People may wonder how it is possible for celebrities, presidents, 
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socialites, and the other jet setters to be so preoccupied with their job, yet they have time to go to 

a nightclub, or dine at a café.  This trait is part of the mysterious allure of a life in the fast lane. A 

café is made to be light, and fast, yet at the same time, relaxing and a place one could spend 

hours. 

Historical transition from café society to jet set came about due to a few societal 

occurrences.    Towards the end of the 50’s, the prohibition act ended and photo journalism was 

on a rise. This change left it difficult to maintain a secretive group.  Thus was born jet set in the 

late 1950’s-1960’s.  Jet set mainly described the group of wealthy international travelers that 

traveled to, for example, Europe on new jet planes that only a certain amount of wealth allowed.  

The paparazzi in nightclubs, weeded out all but wealthy socialites who felt comfortable in front 

of the camera. Their pictures showed up in magazines such as Vogue, which labeled them as 

beautiful people. It is evident that jet set caused a social movement originating as Café Society. 

Café Society is quite an extravagant yet paradoxical lifestyle. Since café society members 

were a group of people that took exotic vacation, attended private parties and balls of other 

society members, their life was quite secluded and mysterious. Even more, children of café 

society couples often married other society members’ children, creating a discreet and somewhat 

elitist group. When their secret was revealed, they members became fashion icons, actors, 

performers, and other social occupation. Just because their lifestyle was changed, did not mean it 

was lost. It transformed into pop-culture today. 
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Appendix A 

1. The stork club 1968 

2. Picasso- 

La Moulin De La Galette 
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